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“Tough Times, but Citrus is at Its Prime, 1932‐1941”
Remarks Delivered at the Fourth “Pinellas by the Decades” Program
Pinellas Room, Heritage Village
8 January 2012, 2:00 p.m.

by
James Anthony Schnur
Past President, Pinellas County Historical Society
Associate University Librarian, Poynter Library, USF St. Petersburg

Welcome to the fourth program of “Pinellas by the Decades,” a series of lectures and conversations
sponsored by the Pinellas County Historical Society at Heritage Village to commemorate the centennial
of our independence from Hillsborough County on January 1, 1912. From now through the summer, we
will cover the historic landscape of the Pinellas Peninsula by remembering important events and
discussing how these events shaped our history and present‐day reality.
The focus of today’s lecture is to examine the period from 1932 through 1941. During our last lecture in
November, we covered the highs and lows of the 1920s. We revisited how the Florida Land Boom
transformed Pinellas County and the Tampa Bay region, how improved infrastructure connected one
end of the county with the other, and how the Gandy Bridge assured a regular stream of visitors from
across the bay. Elegant hotels punctuated the St. Petersburg waterfront, and the Million Dollar Pier
began its iconic presence in the bay. Smaller but notable real estate booms came to Clearwater,
Dunedin, Tarpon Springs, Safety Harbor, and Oldsmar. Other corners of the county, such as Seminole,
Largo, Palm Harbor, and the Lealman area, fed the boom through their agricultural bounty. The roar of
binder boys and real estate deals was soon squelched, however, as the market sputtered and faltered.
Long before the rest of the United States fell into the global depression in October 1929, Florida's
financial frenzy flopped by 1927 and 1928. By the end of the 1920s, times were tough in the Sunshine
City. In 1928, St. Petersburg suffered from the highest per capita public debt of any municipality in the
United States. By 1930 the city’s 40,000 residents had an infrastructure debt similar to cities of nearly
250,000 residents. Banks faltered and failed. In 1930, large numbers of withdrawals forced the Bank of
Clearwater to close for four months. Jobs were scarce, and paychecks irregular: In October 1930, public
school teachers in Pinellas County received only one‐half of their pay.
As we will discover during our program today, local relief, recovery, and reform efforts did take place as
the Great Depression cast a shadow over our sunny peninsula; darkening even the classrooms in many
schools. Long before Americans geared up for a war against foreign fascism, civic leaders convinced
residents and tourists that we should engage in a war at home against mosquitoes. As developers
reshaped the beach communities and the economy began to improve, agricultural development
flourished in the expansive rural areas north of St. Petersburg that continued, almost uninterrupted, to
the Pasco County line.
Let's start with education. (Cue Image: RIO VISTA SCHOOL) Some schools built in the late 1920s to
accommodate newcomers were abandoned, with many falling into disrepair. Enrollment declined. By
November 1932, as the Great Depression worsened, the board of public instruction decided to issue
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scrip notes in $5 and $10 denominations as a way to pledge it would cover teachers' salaries when it
once again had sufficient funds. The board also had to sign an IOU after it could not afford to cover its
electric bills. By March of 1933, the situation had become so bad at some public schools that new rules
were put in place that prohibited teachers from turning on electric lights, except for emergencies or
situations that received the approval of their school principal. By the beginning of classes in the fall of
1933, public school teachers in smaller schools were promised a $5 supplement each month if they took
care of their janitorial expenses as a way to save money. Later that fall, by November, the school district
could only offer approximately four months of salary for teachers, encouraging property owners to pay
their taxes early so schools could pay the teachers. Schools and their impoverished students started to
run out of paper by December, so officials asked for unused election ballots so they could be repurposed
as paper for students. In February 1934, in even greater desperation, the board of public instruction
decided to operate schools only on a tuition basis, with teachers dividing the minimal proceeds to cover
the salaries.
One private school took advantage of the boom by moving into a new hotel in Gulfport. (Rolyat Hotel‐‐5
images) After "Handsome Jack" Taylor opened his Rolyat Hotel in the late 1920s, he found that he could
not meet the debt on it and soon left the area. The Florida Military Academy, founded in 1908,
purchased the former Rolyat Hotel and remodeled it into a preparatory school with a military theme.
The school operated at this site from 1932 until 1952. Although developers had platted much of the
Pasadena Estates area around the Rolyat during the 1920s, few homes appeared in the area until after
World War II. Of course, after the Florida Military Academy closed this site, the hotel and surrounding
grounds became the home of Stetson University's College of Law.
During this period of stagnant real estate development, there were attempts to preserve important sites
of some earlier settlers. (Philippe Grave) The owner of much of present‐day Philippe Park, Colonel
Thomas Palmer, granted permission to examine the Safety Harbor mounds on his property in 1930.
Archaeologists examined pottery shards from the village and from the burial site. In July 1937, in an
early attempt to preserve the remnants of early human settlement, longtime developer and then state
Representative Walter Pliny Fuller opposed the "misguided" attempt to remove shell mounds at Mound
Park. (Mound Park) He issued a statement that said, in part: "The recent sincere but misguided protests
of the shell mound at the city hospital gives point to an attitude on the part of St. Petersburg. I think
much is to be regretted." Fresh in his memory was the desecration of the mound in the Abercrombie
Park area a few years earlier when the county commission sought a quick source for cheap road material
by permitting the removal of the shells. Despite his pleas, the mound was removed by the 1950s when
the land boom exploded with full force.
Now on to that war on mosquitoes, a serious effort to tame nature and open the Gulf Beaches to
development. In September 1930, Virgil C. Almand, a local developer in St. Petersburg and along the
beaches, joined with David Welch of Madeira Beach and Thomas Rowe, developer of the Don CeSar, to
establish the Anti‐Mosquito Association as a way of gaining public support for the creation of a
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mosquito control district. (Don Ce‐Sar) This proposal received voter approval in a referendum after the
association successfully obtained nearly 3,000 signatures on a petition.
Almand, Rowe, and Welch served as members of the commission and focused most of their mosquito
eradication efforts, as one might expect, in the Sunshine City and along the Gulf Beaches. Early residents
along the small settlements of the barrier islands used a variety of methods to combat swarms of
mosquitoes. During the summer months, some people even applied a coat of motor oil or kerosene to
the screens on their windows and doors. Swarms of pests conducted aerial campaigns against
beachgoers and the mosquito control district hoped to turn the tide. (Palm Tree)
Their efforts paid off. In November 1932, the town of Sunset Beach formally incorporated along a long
tract of land on both sides of Johns Pass that ran from 104th Avenue to 158th Avenue in Lone Palm, now
part of Redington Beach. Members of the Almond family, the Welch family, and A. B. Archibald led
development efforts in this largely unpopulated area. The first mayor, Dean Aiken, was elected by the
twenty‐eight voters who lived in this area. Little settlement took place in the near future, and by the
mid‐1930s there was even talk of consolidating all of the small and remote beach settlements north of
Pass‐a‐grille into a single community, something that never happened as new developers entered the
picture.
Despite the small population, in 1934 an eight‐page weekly newspaper, the Gulf Beach News, began
publication. (GB News) Coverage included most of the beach communities, with an emphasis on the
areas from Pass‐a‐grille towards Madeira Beach. Longtime developer Walter Fuller wrote many articles
for the paper. Unlike Nelson Poynter's St. Petersburg Times, the Gulf Beach News tended to reflect the
conservative readership and Republican politics of many of the Midwestern transplants who purchased
bungalows on the beaches and nearby mainland settlements. The newspaper published its last issue in
February 1951.
(Beach Postcard) In 1935, Charles E. Redington, a developer involved with projects in St. Petersburg,
Pass‐a‐Grille, Lido Beach, Madeira Beach, and parts of Treasure Island, built his first home in what
would become Redington Beach. He started to develop along the area of the Lone Palm subdivision, at
the northern tip of Madeira Beach where the Beach Cottage (now Gift Shop) at Heritage Village was
originally built. Redington later focused his efforts north of 155th Avenue in the undeveloped area once
slated to be Seminole Beach that instead became Redington, North Redington, and Redington Shores.
(Empty Redington) Here's a view of what is now Redington Beach before Charles Redington started his
development.
That same year, the Pinellas County Water System extended to some beach communities for the first
time. Before this time, some settlers did have wells along the beaches, but salt water intrusion often
became a problem that required residents to get their water via cistern or from supplies trucked in from
the mainland. Developments soon followed the sand path of Gulf Boulevard north of Madeira, including
the early buildings of what later became the Tides Bath Club. (Bath Club) Fresh water wasn't the only
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amenity that brought more folks to the central Pinellas Gulf Beaches; a federal public works program
also played a large role.
On July 14, 1931, county commissioners approved a financing plan to acquire a site at Seminole Point
for the creation of a soldiers' home. (2 postcards of Bay Pines) The cost of the various lands under
consideration between the Seminole roadway and Turtle Crawl Point, now part of War Veteran's
Memorial Park, was $100,000. Construction on the veteran's home and plans for a cemetery took shape
after the county transferred the lands to the federal government.
Dedication ceremonies took place at the twenty‐one acre Bay Pines National Cemetery in March 1933,
with the first burial a month later. (Cemetery postcard) The original cemetery site was filled by 1964,
though additional plots were later added. (3 more images) By June 1934, the soldiers' home on
Seminole Point was officially renamed from “Veterans Home” to “Bay Pines” by Florida's veterans
regional bureau. The post office on site was given the official designation of "Bay Pines, Fla." and the
nearby Seaboard Air Line railroad depot, at the present‐day Pinellas Trail and 100th Way North, was
also renamed Bay Pines.
Even in an area that touted an abundance of health and sunshine, hospitals such as Bay Pines were a
necessity. Up the road in Dunedin, Dr. John Andrew Mease Jr. began to lobby for a hospital during the
summer of 1933 and purchased land from the city. A 1923 graduate of Virginia's medical college, he
came to Dunedin in 1926 and established his practice at a ten‐bed sanatorium known originally as the
George Jones home. The original Mease Hospital opened in 1936 with nineteen beds. (Mease Hospital)
Of course, even during the depths of the Great Depression, the newspapers in St. Petersburg tried to
find a way to market how coming to "God's waiting room" to die actually prolonged life. (Ads) Maybe
there's a secret recipe in the food that was served, or maybe they used water from the nearby Fountain
of Youth, along First Street just south of present‐day Al Lang, to cook their meals! (Fountain) While
snowbirds were certainly welcome, they weren't hiring too many waiters, busboys, or other staff. (“Do
not come seeking work” sign) This poster sent a strong message to those expecting to find jobs, even if
half of the pay was in winter sunshine. (Green benches) Ah, that's better. Much more cheerful!
As Bay Pines took shape and expanded, construction began on the beach recreation pavilion for use by
veterans at the nearby Bay Pines VA Hospital in 1935. By the 1970s, this building became the popular
concession store operated by veterans known to many of us as the "Snack Shack.” (Snack Shack)
Meanwhile, Bill and Leon Walsh, proprietors of a fishing camp just a short distance to the south at Johns
Pass, decided to start a duck farm at Johns Pass to attract new business in 1935. By the summer,
Madeira Beach developer A.B. Archibald had attracted interest by acquiring a Canadian‐born bear cub
that roamed along parts of Madeira Beach, even jumping into the Gulf. This may seem quite amazing
given the current restrictions on many pets, such as dogs on the beach, along Pinellas beaches today. By
1936, Captain James O. McVay used this area, still known as Mitchell Beach from the years it was owned
by St. Petersburg developer Noel Mitchell, as his winter headquarters for a show with dogs and
monkeys; he invited visitors to the beach to watch him train the animals.
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Madeira may have had ducks, monkeys, and a bear cub by the mid 1930s, but in 1934 Clearwater had a
peacock farm! The Seville Peacock Farm opened on a stretch of what was then Haines Road (now US
19) just south of present‐day Clearwater Mall. Once the site of a citrus grove under cultivation since the
mid‐1800s, Eugene Pearce brought peacocks to his land in the 1920s and later decided to open the
acreage as an attraction in 1934 until about 1959. Not to be outdone, the Sunshine City celebrated the
expansion of George Turner's elaborate gardens that he had started to create in the early 1900s. During
the end of the land boom, he began to open his property‐‐called the "Turner Papaya Farm" by 1934‐‐for
a small admission fee. His Sunken Gardens officially became a Sunshine City attraction in 1935 and
offered year‐round access by 1938. (Sunken Gardens) In addition to the gardens, the Turner family
offered bird shows and other attractions. He turned an adjacent building that once served as a Coca‐
Cola plant into what he claimed was the "world's largest gift shop."
Other tourist attractions also opened in the mid and late 1930s. Dean Alvord, developer of the Harbor
Oaks section of Clearwater, started an elaborate garden on a site of approximately 100 acres along the
water, south of Belleair Estates, near Mehlenbacher Road. First developed in 1927, Alvord decided to
open the gardens in December 1935. Known as Eagles Nest for the two eagles who occupied a pine tree,
the gardens gained regard because a landscape designer came from Tokyo. (3 images of Japanese
Gardens) Often known as Japanese Gardens at Eagles Nest, the site included a tea house and remained
a seasonal attraction, though it did close during World War II due to anti‐Japanese feelings. After the
war, the attraction became Marine Gardens. It closed by the early 1960s. Little evidence of it remains.
A few blocks north of Sunken Gardens, Earl Gresh opened a unique attraction at 2221 Fourth Street
North in 1940. Known as the Wood Parade, he created a Kent cottage with art crafted from wood and a
gift shop. A popular exhibit was a rendition of the "Life of Christ." (Wood Parade/Melting Pot) By May
1958, Gresh decided to close his attraction of "wood novelties" because business had dropped with the
opening of the Sunshine Skyway and the movement of traffic from Fourth Street to 34th Street. Today,
the building is part of a restaurant at that location.
Further up the road, at 4799 Fourth Street North, the Florida Wild Animal and Reptile Ranch opened in
1937 in what was then a sparsely populated area. The site had a variety of animals on display, from
monkeys and zebras to llamas and snakes. By the early 1950s, popular attractions included "Big Bill," the
800‐pound alligator, and "Charley the Chimp." This attraction closed in 1959. (“Taking Fruit” sign)
Although tourism did suffer during the Depression, agriculture flourished, though there were challenges
on the farms as well. A terrible blow took place on April 1, 1931, when an explosion and fire destroyed
most of John S. Taylor’s packinghouse in Largo. Residents rushed to the site, hoping the salvage the
facility and the jobs it brought to the community. Very little was left undamaged. Taylor’s workers went
to other plants to fulfill orders during the rest of the 1931 season. (New Taylor Plant‐3 images) Despite
this setback, construction began on a new facility that opened in early 1932 with improved machinery,
such as washing and polishing machines for the citrus, as well as a conveyor belt system that actually
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allowed for improved processing and delivery of citrus and created a mini‐boom in the Largo/Seminole
area. (Indian Rocks Citrus Shop) Similar growth took place in northern Pinellas, especially in the area
around Palm Harbor. There, H. L. (Lorimer) Stansell developed a fruit hauling business that transported
harvests from local groves and fields to distant cities. The family’s businesses became an important part
of Palm Harbor by the mid‐twentieth century. Of course, local families continued to grind cane and the
truck farming industry remained vibrant. (McMullen farm cane harvesting) Here is an image from a
McMullen farm in the Largo area.
A terrible freeze in March 1935 caused extensive damage to groves in the Seminole and Largo areas.
(Freeze) Here is an image near Seminole Boulevard and 110th Avenue North. Many trees died and local
packinghouses suffered diminished revenue. Strange as it may seem in what is now an urbanized
county, during the late 1930s, state and county officials directed funds for work projects to agricultural
endeavors and infrastructure that would support bringing crops to market. For example, in August 1937,
county officials developed plans to ask the State Road Department (later known as the Florida
Department of Transportation) for funding to improve twelve roads as part of the proposed farm‐to‐
market road system. These early pathways, often nothing more than dirt and sand trails, connected
farming and agriculture areas with larger thoroughfares and the plan was to improve access so farmers
could get items to the market more easily. “Improvements” to these early roads often meant placing
straw on the muddy roads. Some of the roads under consideration included: Fifty‐fourth Avenue North
west to Seventy‐first Street, and Seventy‐first Street south to Thirty‐eighth Avenue; Duhme Road
between Welch Causeway and the Oakhurst area (near the Seminole Water Tower); Starkey Road
between Ulmerton Road and the Cross Bayou area; and Alderman Road toward Lake Tarpon. (Rodeo)
By the 1939 and through the 1942 season, the Pinellas County Fair even included a rodeo.
Other public works projects promoted transportation across bodies of water. On June 28, 1934, the Ben
T. Davis Causeway (later renamed Courtney Campbell Causeway) opened as a toll road privately
operated by Captain Ben T. Davis. (2 images of Causeway) This extension of dredged roadways and a
3510 foot‐long bridge connected Clearwater with Tampa and created a distinct boundary between
upper (or “Old”) Tampa Bay and lower Tampa Bay. Construction had started in 1927, but was slowed
down during the depression. The company operating Davis Causeway charged a toll of fifty cents per
round trip. Similar to the Gandy Bridge, tolls were lifted on the causeway in 1944 under the War Powers
Act of 1941 when the federal government acquired the bridges so that those in the military did not have
to pay tolls to cross the bay.
For some residents, just touching the sand and water was a controversial activity. In May 1936,
members of the St. Petersburg City Council discussed possible sites for a so‐called "Negro bathing
beach." At that time, customs and traditions prohibited African Americans from using facilities and
public areas designated for whites, including the city's famous Green Benches as well as most public
beaches. Some blacks used an area known as the "South Mole," located near the southern part of
Demens's Landing, but their presence in waters along Tampa Bay near downtown had led to a growing
chorus of complaints from white bathers. For awhile, Elder Jordan had even operated a site known as
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Jordan's Beach, offering bus transportation to a remote corner of upper Tampa Bay near the St.
Petersburg/Clearwater International Airport.
Hoping to find another suitable yet out‐of‐the‐way site, the city council looked at four sites, three of
which fell outside of St. Petersburg's city limits: the northwest shore of Papy's Bayou near the Grand
Central Airport on Weedon Island, the east end of the Corey Causeway along Boca Ciega Bay before
development came to that area of South Pasadena, along the north end of Madeira Beach north of
Welch Causeway, and, in the southern end of the city, a slice of land on the southwest side of Lake
Maggiore. Although no decision was made, and public swimming options remained limited for another
twenty‐five years, in July 1936 the council did take action by designing a map that outlined the approved
"Colored Zone," a legally unenforceable yet acted upon plan to maintain residential segregation. Using
the boundaries in this map, the city effectively denied building permits if blacks tried to construct homes
outside of their zone for nearly two decades. During this period, much of the area presently known as
Midtown, such as Lakeview, Childs Park, and Fairmont Park, remained off‐limits to black residents.
Segregated enclaves also existed in other cities, such as Clearwater and Tarpon Springs, as well as
unincorporated areas such as the Baskins/Dansville/Ridgecrest area near Heritage Village. (Ridgecrest)
Beach settlements continued to grow during the mid and late 1930s. Although Clearwater Beach
became a popular site for Tin Can tourists during the early 1930s, much of the northern island remained
remote and undeveloped. (1931 beauty parade) That started to change after a cabana club founded by
T. R. Palmer and G. A. Hobart at Clearwater Beach became Carlouel Yacht Club in 1934. Paul Randolph,
owner of Randolph Farms in the Anona area, played an important role by assisting the club members by
selecting the property along the northern part of the island. The club's name came from the first names
of the wives of Palmer, Hobart, and Randolph: Caroline Hobart, Louise Palmer, and Eleanor Randolph.
Back at Madeira, at the end of February 1938, builders finished the first home in a $250,000 building
program along the Gulf Shores subdivision halfway between Johns Pass and Archibald's Madeira
Beach. Centered along 141st Avenue in present‐day Madeira Beach, Gulf Shores had a few earlier
structures from the mid‐1930s, but substantial development had to wait for the dredging of lowlands.
The area boomed after World War II, as evidenced by an October 1947 newspaper mentioning Gulf
Shores is "a brand new village ... as modern as the atomic bomb."
Growth also happened on the other side of Johns Pass. In May 1936, the Florida legislature passed a
measure on May 25 to change the name of Sunset Beach to Treasure Island and define its limits from
119th Avenue northward towards Johns Pass, including Archibald's Coney Island subdivision. A second
measure proposed by Rep. Walter Fuller renamed this tract as the Town of Sunshine Beach. In August
1936, George Herron's developments along the southern portion of present‐day Treasure Island, once
called "Treasure Beach," became known as Sunset Beach. These lands included much of the Sunset
Beach area up to 97th Avenue/Blind Pass, including areas recently dredged. The legislature granted
permission for the area to incorporate as the Town of Sunset Beach. At about the same time, the area
between 97th Avenue and 104th Avenue gained a charter as the Town of Boca Ciega. These distinct
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entities would merge into the single municipality of Treasure Island after an important public works
project connected the island communities to the mainland.
By 1937, a renewed interest in developing Treasure Island took place as investors looked at this tract of
land. Although bridges at Johns Pass and Blind Pass connected Treasure Island to other barrier islands by
1926, no direct route to the mainland existed. Walter P. Fuller and other developers selected the name
"Treasure Island" that played upon the legendary pirates who once may have trolled along the nearby
Gulf waters. A variety of "buried treasure" stories may have informed their decision, including claims
that early turtle hunter John Leveque buried his gold along this beach, but the 1848 hurricane washed
away the beach, and the treasure as well. Later, in 1918, William D. "Bill" McAdoo apparently "salted
the beaches" by burying two fake treasure chests along the northern tip of St. Pete Beach in an attempt
to gain publicity and promote speculation along the area near Blind Pass. The original settlement of
Treasure Island, running from near 103rd/104th Avenue to 119th Avenue, received permission to
incorporate by the 1937 legislature so it could receive federal dollars for the construction of a causeway.
At the time, the area had twenty‐four eligible voters. Henry W. Wallace, the first mayor, assumed office
in July 1937. (TI Causeway)
In November 1939, workers completed the Treasure Island Causeway as a span that extended Central
Avenue to the Gulf Beaches. As we discussed at our last lecture, plans for such a causeway first came
together in the early 1920s, though they never materialized. When the bridge was built, New Deal funds
from the federal Works Progress Administration made this project possible, with local funding approved
by twenty of the twenty‐four registered voters in the original Treasure Island town limits at an August
1938 referendum. Construction started in December 1938. Eleven months later, as drivers crossed
westward onto Treasure Island during the November 1939 opening ceremony, Thomas J. Rowe greeted
the motorcades, while students from the Florida Military Academy, the former Rolyat Hotel, entertained
with music. The original toll bridge and two accompanying bridges ran between Treasure Island and
dredged portions of Paradise Island and Causeway Isles.
New Deal funding opened up many areas of the Gulf Beaches to settlement. During the summer of
1936, plans were developed to build or improve segments of Gulf Boulevard between the Lone Palm
area and Indian Rocks Beach. Funding came from the federal Works Progress Administration. A year
later, county commissioners witnessed a federal Public Works Administration project that brought the
central Gulf Beaches a water system with most of the water coming from the Walsingham and Taylor
Lake reservoirs at that time.
By mid‐1937, the deteriorating condition of the privately owned and operated bridge across the
Narrows also received attention of public officials. Previous negotiations to purchase the 1916 span and
lift the tolls at the old Indian Rocks Bridge had failed, but the bridge's strategic significance would soon
change with the roadway running between Madeira and Indian Rocks nearing completion. Before the
fall, county officials had acquired the bridge and lifted the tolls. (IRB Bridge) Passenger traffic increased
on the narrow lanes of the bridge along the Narrows.
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Other New Deal projects promoted homeland security and laid the groundwork for facilities that would
become important during the Second World War. In September 1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed a measure that funded the creation of a Coast Guard Air Station at Albert Whitted Airport. In
1935 the Works Progress Administration, a New Deal agency, added structures at this site. In April 1936,
local politicians lobbied Congress for the creation of a Coast Guard training academy in St. Petersburg.
Although this academy never materialized, the Coast Guard did pledge to bring some ships to Bayboro
for gunnery training during the winter of 1936‐1937. These were important steps that reaped dividends
after World War II officially began in September 1939. By the fall of 1939, with Europe fully engaged in
war, the Coast Guard reopened a naval base at Bayboro Harbor. Planes from the Coast Guard Air
Station conducted anti‐submarine patrols in the Gulf of Mexico.
(USMSTS‐3 images) And on November 6, 1939, the United States Maritime Commission selected the
city's bid for a Maritime Service Training Station at Bayboro Harbor. In August 1939, St. Petersburg and
Tampa had submitted separate bids to host a maritime training center along the Gulf coast. One
unsuccessful proposal called for a facility at Fort DeSoto on Mullet Key; Tampa submitted sites along the
current location of MacDill Air Force Base. On October 28, St. Petersburg's city council met to approve a
plan to donate land at Bayboro Harbor for this purpose. Two days later, the city submitted this proposal
to the Maritime Commission. City leaders received early word that their bid was selected on November
2, with official word coming on the sixth. By mid‐November, two training ships moored at the Coast
Guard station while awaiting construction for the United States Maritime Training Service Station to
begin. The city transferred the land to the federal government in January 1940 and construction began
in April 1940. Dedication of the base took place in July 1941.
Sites in Dunedin and Clearwater also played a significant role in America's war efforts long before Pearl
Harbor brought us into the conflict. During the mid‐1930s, Donald Roebling had experimented with a
number of amphibious prototypes, but none of them proved sufficient for operation on land and water
with the results he desired. (Roebling Alligator) In early 1940, Roebling decided to craft an Alligator
vehicle. He tested his newer model in the area around St. Joseph Sound and Clearwater Bay. Officials
from the United States Navy visited with Roebling in April 1940 and asked him to construct four vehicles
in a six‐month period. Naval officials were impressed. They returned in November 1940 with a request
for 200 additional vehicles, using steel rather than the aluminum of the early 1940 models because
aluminum was needed for the construction of aircraft. The first vehicle for military use was completed in
August 1941. Before the end of World War II, 18,620 Alligators had been constructed in the United
States, many in plants along the west coast of Florida.
In May 1941, the first group of United States Marines, forty in number, arrived in Dunedin to train as
war clouds loomed on the horizon. Two‐hundred fifty soon followed. They stayed at the Hotel Dunedin
while barracks were constructed. They had the responsibility of learning how to maneuver the Roebling
Alligators coming from the factories in Dunedin and Lakeland. The site of their base, near the
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intersection of Curlew Road and Alternate Highway 19, has all but disappeared into subdivisions today,
but at the time this area just east of Honeymoon Island became a Marine Base even before December 7.
After such a depressing lecture about the Depression and with much of next month's lecture focusing on
war, let's close by having a little "honeymoon" period by talking about an island that once had gone to
the hogs.
Clinton Mozely Washburn, a St. Petersburg winter resident who also maintained offices in New York
City, bought the northern section of Hog Island from Tampa investors for $25,000 in 1938. By the end of
1939, he had drawn up plans to built palm‐thatch cottages along the island. On January 17, 1940,
Washburn announced his plan while in New York to transform the island into Honeymoon Island, a
place for the "exclusive use" of honeymooning couples. (Honeymoon Island) He told the audience that
"your honeymoon should be the happiest, most carefree time of your life." He said that he would permit
two‐week visits to fifty couples "of good character." Washburn's plans attracted the interest of Life
magazine in 1940. Marjorie and Ernest Burkett, residents of Orlando, became the first couple to take
advantage of Washburn's offer when they arrived on March 8, 1940. Approximately 250 couples came
to Honeymoon Island in 1940. The romantic experiment ended after the United States entered World
War II, and the location became a place for defense workers to enjoy rest and relaxation beginning in
1942. War production workers from Jack & Heintz Inc. of Cleveland, Ohio, enjoyed vacations on the
island as a reward for their efforts in the Ohio plant that built aviation components. Thus, even as
tourism declined due to restrictions imposed during the Second World War, Pinellas remained a
paradise for those workers who contributed to the war effort.
Thank you for joining me for this journey back to Pinellas County between 1932 and 1941. I do have
time for some questions . . . .

